
CONNECTED IN ISOLATION: KEEPING THE GOSPEL CENTRE STAGE 
PHILIPPIANS 1:12-26 

From his jail cell, Paul continues to encourage the church in Philippi by 
explaining how he sees his imprisonment and what he wants them to do while 
he is not with them.  

The surprising results of imprisonment 1:12-14 
The first thing Paul wants the church to know is that his imprisonment has 
actually had a positive outcome. As a result of his imprisonment, Paul says that 
other Christians have become more bold in preaching the gospel and Paul 
could not be happier because of this result.  
Questions 

What caused the boldness in other Christians?  
How might the persecution of another Christian cause you to be bold in 
preaching the gospel? 
What things hinder you from sharing the gospel with others? 

The surprising result of antagonism 1:15-18 
A second thing that has happened is that the gospel is being preached even 
by some people who want to cause more trouble for Paul, but his response is 
that even if it is for a bad purpose, it is still good that the gospel is being 
preached. 

Questions 
Why did Paul respond the way he did in verse 18?  
How does it make you feel when someone opposes you because of your 
faith in Jesus? 

Notes: this is like the loss of our first love Rev 1-2. Matt 6:19-21 where your 
treasure is there your heart will be also. 

The surprising result of facing death 1:19-26 
And finally, Paul sees this as a cause for rejoicing because bgnnntyoi the 
trouble these people are causing will lead to his deliverance, either by being 
let out of jail or by being put to death. Either option is fine with Paul, but he still 
would rather live in order that the church would be blessed and they would be 



built up in faith by seeing Jesus work powerfully in the life of Paul by freeing 
him once again. Whatever happens, Paul does not feel shame in what has 
happened to him, but only desires that Christ would be honoured by him 
being alive or by dying.  

What does “fruitful work” mean and where else does Paul use that term in 
this text? compare with Titus 3:14; 2 Pet 1:8 
What are examples of “fruitful work” today? 


