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Matthew 8:14-17

  uAnd when Jesus entered Peter’s house, he saw vhis mother-in-law lying sick with a fever. 
15 He wtouched her hand, and the fever left her, and she rose and began to serve him. 16 
That evening they brought to him many who were xoppressed by demons, and he cast out 
the spirits ywith a word and healed all who were sick. 17 zThis was to fulfill what was 
spoken by the prophet Isaiah: a“He took our illnesses and bore our diseases.” 

Welcome 

A view to something else 
A window gives us a view of what is outside of our immediate world. I get to see the grass 
and people walking around outside of my house. It is a view to something else.  
These works of Jesus that we have heard in this text are like a view to something else. 
As Jesus travels around and heals a woman’s fever, casts out demons, heals lepers… he 
is giving us a glimpse of the Kingdom through himself. Jesus is our window into the 
Kingdom of God on earth.  

Matthew is making this connection for us by quoting Isaiah’s prophecy about the 
Servant who would bear the illness of the people. Jesus was doing this by healing the sick 
and casting out demons. By these miracles, Jesus is bringing the kingdom of God into 
these people’s lives.  

What we see through the window 
So if we look through the window Jesus provides for us, what would we see? We see 
physical wholeness. We see freedom from demonic oppression. We see those who were 
outcasts from society (lepers) welcomed into fellowship.  

God is breaking into our world 
I do not think Jesus was healing people as he travelled around just because he could, he 
was showing us that the kingdom of God is breaking into a world suffering under affliction 
and it is coming through him.  

It does not end with the ministry of Jesus though. It is just the beginning. He calls his 
followers to follow him in healing the sick, casting out demons, and restoring the 
oppressed to freedom.  



There are actually two aspects to the window Jesus provides. The first is that 
Christians see the Kingdom through Jesus. The second is that we show the kingdom to 
others by the work of the Holy Spirit.  

The miracles of Jesus are the signs that God is at work restoring his creation to order. 
Now the world still suffers because of the effects of lingering sin, but we know that God is 
at work to bring his creation to a conclusion and to once again be under the righteous rule 
of Jesus.  

C.S. Lewis and Asland’s land 
We long for that time when the world will be made right again. C.S. Lewis wrote about this 
time in the Chronicles of Narnia series. His last book features the pevensey children 
arriving in Asland’s land and they begin to run into it. They are encouraged to continue on 
and to run “further up and further in”. It is a beautiful picture of entering the rest of God’s 
new creation.  

The window of John Lennon 
But other artists have presented their own “window” into the world and how a glorious 
solution to the worlds problems could be achieved. John Lennon presented such a 
window in his song “imagine”.   

In this song, he suggests that human effort can create a utopia on earth just by trying. In 
fact, he suggests it is “easy if you try”. He suggests there is no heaven or hell, meaning 
there is no promise of peace nor judgement. No countries, no religion, and no 
possessions. Human brotherhood and cooperation are the means to achieving utopia.   

Two kingdoms. Two windows. The kingdom of God versus the kingdom of human 
agency. The kingdom of human agency is what the devil tempted Jesus with in the desert. 

The kingdom of human agency sounds very close to what was tried in the Soviet 
Union. The result of no country, no religion, and no possessions was the death of millions 
of people. Does that sound like a kingdom we want to endorse or join? 

The world is messed up and Jesus is putting it back together. He is telling us to 
follow him and he will continue to put the world back together through us.  

Which window are you viewing the world through? Is it through human agency as 
John Lennon is suggesting? Or is it through Jesus Christ, the son of David and promised 
Messiah, who “took our illnesses and bore our diseases”. The agency of Jesus’ window is 
through the Holy Spirit, who has promised to indwell all those who God has called and 
turn to Christ.  



As I have reflected on this text, I have two questions I am asking myself. The first is, “where 
do I see God bringing in the Kingdom around me?”  

The second is “How is God calling me to follow in Jesus steps and bring healing, freedom, 
and justice, through the Holy Spirit?”  


