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PHARAOH AND MOSES 2.0:
Those in bondage will once again be freed

Matt 2:13-18
March 8, 2020 

Mark Carter 

“Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 

until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”And he rose and 

took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until the 

death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt 

I called my son.” 

Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and 

he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two 

years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men.Then 

was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

“A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her 

children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.””

(Matthew 2:13–18 ESV)


1. Matthew introduces Jesus as a new Moses

1. similarities between this text and the Exodus
1. May and Joseph escape by night

2. God called his son out of Egypt
3. Jesus escaped the slaughter of male children

2. Jesus is a deliverer. He is delivering his people as Moses did, but this time it is from 

bondage to the law. 
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3. Jesus delivers us from our captivity.

O. Bye and bye, bye and bye 

I’m goin’ to lay down my heavy load 

I know my robe’s gon’ to fit me well  

I’m goin’ to lay down my heavy load 
I tried it on at the gates of hell  

I’m goin’ to lay down my heavy load 

Hell is deep and dark despair 

I’m goin’ to lay down my heavy load 
Stop po’ sinner and don’t go there 

I’m goin’ to lay down my heavy load 

O Christians can’t you rise and tell  

I’m goin’ to lay down my heavy load 
That Jesus hath done all things well  

I’m goin’ to lay down my heavy load  1

This is a negro spiritual song describing the freedom this writer found through trusting in Jesus. 
The black slaves in america sang about their hope even as they suffered under the oppression 

of their masters. 

No wonder they found solidarity with the people of Israel under bondage in Egypt. The exodus 
was a key image of hope for them. Bob Marley plays off of the Exodus in his song by the same 

name:

 https://www.negrospirituals.com/songs/bye_and_bye.htm. accessed March 7, 2020. 1

https://www.negrospirituals.com/songs/bye_and_bye.htm
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Men and people will fight ya down 

When ya see Jah light 

Let me tell you if you're not wrong 

Well, everything is all right 

So we gonna walk 

Through the roads of creation 

We the generation 

Tread through great tribulation 

In this exodus 

Good god almighty 

Movement of Jah people 

Exodus 

The movement of Jah people 

The black population in America understands what it is like to live under Egyptian oppression as 

slaves and their songs show it. 
The slaves who knew the message of salvation in Jesus understood that their oppression was 

temporary. They often identified freedom with death since that was really the only freedom they 
would find. 

There is a profound truth in these spiritual songs that gets to the root of the text we are looking 
at today. 

That truth is that the redemption of the oppressed comes not from political power or 
force, but comes from Jesus Christ.  

This text in Matthew actually makes strong allusions to the exodus story and makes it clear that 

this little baby, born in a stable, will be a leader like Moses and save his people from bondage.

There are three instances in this text that point to Jesus as a new Moses. 
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The first instance is in 2:14, which says “And he rose and took the child and his mother by 

night and departed to Egypt”. This alludes to Israel leaving Egypt by night at the time of the 

exodus. exodus 12:31 

The second is in 2:15, which says Jesus returned from Egypt to fulfill what Hosea says 
about Israel being called out of Egypt (Hos. 11:1). Matthew uses a prophecy from 
Hosea that was about Israel as a nation and attributes it to Jesus. I think he does this 
because he is saying on purpose that Jesus represents a perfect Israel all in one 
person. Jesus is the perfect Israelite.


The third instance is in 2:16, which says Jesus escaped the slaughter of male children, 
which reminds us of when Moses was hidden in the river to escape the slaughter of 
male babies in egypt (Ex. 1:16).


These three allusions are meant to make us think of the Exodus story and Egypt. Jesus 
is a new leader like Moses who will lead God’s people out of bondage. But he is also a 
type of Israel. Jesus fulfills the leader who will save the people, but he also fulfills the 
role of being the people of God. He is representative and savior in one. 


Not only is there these pointers to the nature of Jesus as a deliverer, but there is also a 

reversal of the original story. Before, Israel was led out of Egypt to be saved. Now, 
Jesus and his parents fled to Egypt to be saved from the evil ruler in Israel. I think this 

points to how the rulers of Israel at the time of Jesus had become like pharaoh in their 

hardness of heart. They sought to kill Jesus rather than allow him to lead the people 

to freedom from legalistic oppression of the law as the Pharisees had led the people to 
believe in.


This reversal is prophetic of the ministry of Jesus. The pharisees wanted to keep the 
people bound to the law, while Jesus had come to free them to worship God in spirit 
and in truth. 
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Jesus is the deliverer of the oppressed. 


How are we oppressed? The black slaves in America lived oppression. Do you live with 
oppression? Do you long for freedom that one spiritual song writer described as “laying 
down that heavy load”?


Oppression comes in many forms. 

+ It can be literal and physical violence. 

+ It can be circumstantial. Some of us here have a continual struggle going on in our 
lives or in the lives of those around us that is oppressive. sickness. relationship 
troubles.  

+ It can be spiritual oppression. We know that we are in a battle with spiritual forces 
every day. We depend on God’s power in this spiritual battle and it can seem almost 
palpable at times when the fighting is intense.


In all these circumstances of oppression we may be in, we have Jesus as our deliverer. 
He is leading us in an exodus out of violence, out of suffering, out of abuse.

 

The writer of Hebrews uses this image to describe the deliverance Jesus 

accomplished. “Heb. 2:14   Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he 
himself likewise hpartook of the same things, that ithrough death he might jdestroy kthe 

one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who lthrough 
fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.”

Jesus took on flesh and blood so that he could save those who were flesh and blood 
by his own death.


When we hear the gospel message that God loves us and saved us through Jesus, we 
need to hear that Jesus is our deliverer. He leads us out of captivity in whatever form 
that may be.
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We may need to go back and listen to the truth of those negro spirituals again. They 
clearly saw Jesus as their deliverer. 


“I’m goin’ to lay down my heavy load

I know my robe’s gon’ to fit me well” 

Do you know that freedom? Have you laid down your heavy load? This writer may 

have had a heavy sack of cotton in mind, but that also applies to the experiences 

and worries that we carry around with us.  

If we have done something that we intuitively know is not right, that becomes a 

burden we carry with us. Like a little more cotton thrown into the sack.  

If someone has said or done something to us that was hurtful, that too is like a 

little more weight added to that burden. 

If we have harmed someone else in word or deed, that is also a burden on our soul. 

That sin is a weight we need to confess and make amends if possible.  

Soon, we will notice how hard it is to move around because of this burden. We feel 

the aches and pains in our soul of this burden and begin to take up that mantra 

reflected in the song “I need to lay down this heavy load . . .”  

Jesus leads us out of bondage like a new Moses. He has taken on our burdens 

through his shed blood and now he extends his hand out to us.  

He beckons to us to follow him out of Egypt. Follow him out of slavery to whatever 

is holding us captive. 

The slaves held onto that promise dearly, knowing that freedom begins with Jesus 

and finds its ultimate fulfillment at his side in glory.  
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Our walk as Christians means more than making some confessions of faith and 

going to church. Being a Christian means responding to the call of Jesus to be freed 

from our burdens and to follow him away from our oppressors.  

Trusting in Jesus does not mean we wont experience oppression, but we are not 

bound by it. I believer there is a difference there.  

To be bound in “egypt” as it were, is to live under oppression without hope of 

freedom. To trust in Jesus is to know we have freedom even though we still come in 

contact with thoughts, experiences, or people, who try to oppress us.  

Remember our theme in this series is the Kingdom of God. This text shows us that 

this Kingdom Jesus has come to set up is a kingdom of freedom from oppression. 

Jesus is leading his people out from under the bondage of the law and into Grace, 

where we worship God in Spirit and in Truth through the Holy Spirit dwelling in us.  

Are you free? Do you carry a heavy burden?  

Jesus has come to set us free. Trust him. He is faithful and true. He will take our 

heavy burdens and give us rest. 
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