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Andy’s story about asking the woman when she was due

A friend of mine who is also a pastor, was sitting in a restaurant with some friends after a long 
day at a convention. Their server came over to take their order and, being a outgoing person, 

my friend was making small talk with her about what they were doing. Things were going well. 
They were ordering their meals and laughing as he cracked jokes and then he casually pointed 

to her stomach and asked, “and when are you due?” When he tells this story now, he has a 
pained look on his face as he laments that last question. She was not pregnant and told him so. 

The table became very quite and she finished taking their orders and left without a word. I know 
he feels the embarrassment of accidentally shaming that woman over her body even to today. It 

was a very embarrassing moment for everyone. 

There is something about pregnancy and the changes that occur in a woman’s body as the 
baby grows inside that captivates us I think. Eventually, the little life inside becomes more and 

more obvious as the baby grows and becomes that “baby bump”, which most people notice, but 
only the rash enquire about. 

The text we read today is the most significant baby bump any mother has shown and the effect 

that this bump had on her life is an example to us of how God works through the uncomfortable 
change of the little thing on the inside becoming visible on the outside. 

1. God sent his son in the midst of a scandal

2. Mary bore the reproach of an unwed mother
1. Mary became pregnant while they were betrothed but before they came together.

3. The Kingdom of God disrupts our comfort
1. God chose to come into the world in a way that made Mary and Joseph uncomfortable 

because it looked like something was wrong. 
2. God acts in uncomfortable ways at times in order to accomplish his purposes

4. We bear the gospel and it grows within us and eventually becomes obvious
1. We will be noticed when the Spirit is alive within us



2. Mike’s “ask me about my God” debit card

1. As the conversation went on, and people started to look around wondering what this 
conversation was about, the “bump” was becoming very obvious. 

5. The gospel enters the world and transforms it
1. Mary probably got tired of the sneers of the other women in the town, but she was 

carrying the Word of life. 
2. God had placed a  special calling on her that required her to bear the reproach of those 

who did not understand or see what God was doing!
3. This is what God is doing in you and me!

1. We bear the gospel. It can be a burden, but is full of joyful expectation at the same 
time.

2. We bear the gospel when we pray in public
3. We bear the gospel when we witness in the name of Jesus

4. We bear the gospel when we explain how we govern our behaviour and values 
according to God’s Word

6. Remember that when you feel the reproach of that scandalous “pregnancy”, God is entering 
the world through you.

1. Let the feeling of reproach be a reminder to you that God is at work. Bear it with dignity, 
as Mary did, knowing that God has chosen you!


